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indeed. But I have not lost my faith in the overruling Providence of
God. If He sits not at the helm of this world's affairs, then all is chaos
indeed; but if He be there, calmly but surely guiding and directing, it
is but a little thing for us to trust Him when, amid mist and fog, we lose
our way. He has not lost the bearings; He will not abandon His own.
This is my one comfort. Now I must be content to be right, rather than
to seem right; and this will I do, God helping me, . . ."
Barnardo's interpretation of the Judges5 intention seems
justified by events. The Judgment promised on May aoth
was rendered in two parts—the first, an Order of habeas
corpus, on August 5th; the second, an Order for a new
Guardian, on November 4th. "Severe strictures", moreover,
were placed upon Barnardo's conduct, chiefly because of
his letter to the mother; but also because he had sent a
lady to her home district to observe her conduct. Indeed,
the Judges even suggested that Barnardo was "not a fit
person" to have custody of the boy, though, strangely, they
themselves had left him in Barnardo's custody during the
months preceding their order for a new Guardian: and,
again, he was left in Barnardo's care until after the Appeal
Case was heard.
On November loth, nth and I2th3 1890, the whole
case came up for rehearing before three Judges in the
Court of Appeal; and there Barnardo acted as his own
Counsel,
To trace the Appeal proceedings would lead us far afield.
Yet certain facts cannot be ignored. As the case proceeded,
Lord Esher (Master of the Rolls) declared: "All I can say
is, after all I have heard in this Case, I think the mind of
the mother depends on 55. or even 2s. 6d.33 On one occasion
the mother boasted to neighbours: "I know the Catholics
are going to give me some money soon. If they do not,
after putting me to all this trouble, I will let them know
who I am. ..." As to her religion, she declared in the
Lower Court she had been a Catholic all her life: yet her
own daughter, twenty-one years old, swore that never had
she known her mother have anything to do with the Roman

